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Right from the Start Video Series 
Using Video as a Tool for Engagement  

and Community Action



 Early Is Good, And Earlier Is Better
We all know that the early years matter. What we didn’t 
know, until recently, is how much the earliest years 
matter. This video features several voices sharing the 
importance of building a strong foundation for learning and 
development during a child’s first 1,000 days. Length: 
4:09 / Target Audience: providers, parents, anyone that 
works with and on behalf of young children in CT.

 Pay Attention To The Whole Child
A child’s physical and mental health, social development, 
and learning are closely linked. This video shares what 
it means to pay attention to the needs of a whole child 
and why this matters to their growth and development. 
Length: 4:36 / Target Audience: providers, parents, 
anyone working within the early childhood system in CT 
or with and on behalf of young children in CT.

 Mind The Opportunity Gaps
All children deserve the opportunity for optimal intellectual, 
social, and emotional development. Unfortunately, 
statistics show that the zip code where you are born 
or the color of your skin are strong predictors of future 
success. This short film shares the insurmountable odds 
that one family faces as they navigate the many systems 
that impact children in the state. / Length: 7:36 / Target 
Audience: policy makers, stakeholders, anyone working 
within the early childhood system in CT.

 Support Local Community Action
Connecticut communities are proving everyday how 
to work collaboratively to deliver services in new more 
effective ways. This video shares how one local early 
childhood council is enhancing and implementing their 
local comprehensive birth-to-8 early childhood plan. 
/ Length: 6:51 / Target Audience: members of the 
collaborative community, members of the community, 
community leaders and stakeholders.

   THE VIDEOS

What is Right from the Start? 
The  Right from the Start (RFTS) initiative evolved from 
a deep desire among parents, early care providers, and 
a range of community stakeholders, for a coordinated 
comprehensive early childhood system in the state of 
Connecticut. Right from the Start was born out of the William 
Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund’s convening of teams of 
individuals and organizations committed to informing the 
process and the design of that system.  

The Early Childhood System
When we talk about the early childhood “system” in the 
state of Connecticut, we mean all of us.  We all contribute 
services, supports and environments (formal and informal) 
that nurture the growth and development of all our children 
prenatal to age 8. 

The Four Focus Areas
The Right from the Start team identified four core focus 
areas that merited further attention in our state’s early 
childhood system. These four focus areas are: 

q paying attention to the Whole Child
q minding the Opportunity Gaps
q Early is Good, but Earlier is Better and 
q supporting Local Community Action.   
  
Right from the Start  
Video Series
The Right from the Start video series includes: four short 
videos that align with the four focus areas, and a video that 
provides an overview of the Right from the Start initiative. 
These short videos can be used as discussion starters by 
members of your collaborative and the local community to 
advocate on behalf of young children.

Why Host a Community Conversation  
with RFTS Video Series?

Increasingly, videos are being used as effective tools for community engagement and social 
action. The Right from the Start video series, can be utilized as a way to support your efforts 
in: raising awareness around early childhood development and education in your community; 
amplifying key messages and issues that are important in your community; actively engaging 
parents and caregivers in your community; and enlisting the help of partners and other 
community stakeholders in your campaigns and initiatives.  

For more information about 
Right from the Start, the four 
focus areas or to view the 
videos please visit  
www.ctrightfromthestart.org. 



Is a Screening and Conversation Right 
for My Community?  
Are you interested in:

q Convening a group of people to take action around an 
issue in your community?

q Recruting new members for your collaborative or 
organization?

q Identifying new community allies that you can build future 
collaborations with?

q Building alliances with service providers? Educators? 
The faith based community?

If you answered yes to any of these questions then a Right 
from the Start Video Series community screening and 
conversation may be what you are looking for.

Right from the Start  
Video Series Tool-Kit
A tool-kit has been developed to support the planning 
process as well as the facilitation of a community screening 
and conversation. The tool-kit includes topic guides and 
powerpoint slide decks that will provide you and your team 
with further information and details on what a community 
conversation entails, as well as, a step-by-step process on 
facilitating community conversations.  These documents 
can be downloaded from the Right from the Start website.
The following is a list of the documents that make up the 
toolkit:
q Moderator Training Powerpoint slide deck 
q Moderator Topic Guides (one for each video)
q Participant Topic Guides (one for each video)
q Topic Powerpoint slide decks (one for each video)

Details for upcoming screening and conversation in your community:

Sponsoring Agency/Organization: ____________________________________________________________________   

Date: ____________________________________    Time: _______________________________________________

Location: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Parking Info:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

For more information please contact: _________________________________________________________________

We invite you to join our growing network: 
n Share your thoughts, feelings, and insights in the YOUR VOICE section 

of the Right from the Start website.

n Connect with others who are working collaboratively to improve early  
childhood in our state.

n Visit the RESOURCE section on the Right from the Start website to 
learn more.

n Contact us to learn how you can support this work: rfts@wcgmf.org

For More Information
www.ctrightfromthestart.org

“If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.”  
—African Proverb


